
 

 

 

Perennials for Dry Shade 
 

Note: When creating a dry-shade garden you still must water your new plants until they are 

established. Plants are NOT drought tolerant until they have an extensive root system developed, 

which can take up to a full year or more. 
 

Common Name Botanical Name            Common Name Botanical Name 

 

Bear’s Breeches Acanthus mollis            Yellow Archangel   Lamiastrum galeobdolon 

Bugbane  Actaea racemosa                    Lilyturf           Liriope muscari 

Bugleweed  Ajuga reptans          Black Mondo grass      Ophiopogon nigrescens 

Lady’s Mantle  Alchemilla mollis             Pachysandra          Pachysandra terminalis 

Windflower  Anemone spp.              Woodland Phlox      Phlox stolonifera 

Columbine  Aquilegia spp.              Obedient Plant         Physostegia virginiana 

Goatsbeard  Aruncus spp.              Mayapple          Podophyllum peltatum 

Wild Ginger  Asaraum canadense/europaeum   Solomon’s Seal       Polygonatum spp. 

White Wood Aster Aster divaricatus            Christmas Fern    Polystichum acrostichoides 

Masterwort  Astrantia spp.             Lungwort         Pulmonaria spp. 

Pigsqueak  Bergenia cordifolia            Foamflower         Tiarella cordifolia 

Siberian Bugloss Brunnera macrophylla          Toadlily         Tricyrtis spp. 

Serbian Bellflower Campanula poscharskyana   Bellwort         Uvularia grandiflora 

Pennsylvania Sedge Carex pensylvanica                Periwinkle         Vinca minor 

Pink Turtlehead Chelone lyonii                      Barren Strawberry   Waldsteinia fragarioides 

Goldenstar  Chrysogonum virginianum 

Lily of the Valley Convallaria majalis 

Tufted hairgrass Dechampsia caespitosa 

Fringed bleeding-heart      Dicentra eximia 

Foxglove  Digitalis purpurea 

Wood fern  Dryopteris spp. 

Barrenwort  Epimedium spp. 

White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum 

Sweet Woodruff Galium odoratum 

Spotted Geranium Geranium maculatum 

Japanese forest grass Hakonecloa macra 

Ivy   Hedera helix 

Lenten Rose  Helleborus spp. 

Coral Bells  Heuchera spp. 

Hosta   Hosta spp. 

Saint John’s wort Hypericum calycinum 

Crested Iris  Iris cristata 

Spotted Deadnettle Lamium maculatum 
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