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Deer Resistant Plants- Shade 
 

Not all plants are “Deer equal”. Deer are able and do discern what they 
will eat. Hungry deer will eat or browse almost anything depending 

on conditions. Please use this as a “guide”, NOT an absolute.   
 

          Botanical                                   Common             Botanical           Common 

 

 

Ajuga 
Alchemilla 
Anemone 
Aquilegia 

Aralia cordata 
Arisaema 
Asarum 
Aruncus 

Astrantia 
Bergenia 
Brunnera 

Caltha palustris 
Chelone 

Chrysogonum virginiana 
Cimicifuga (Actaea) 

Convallaria 
Corydalis 
Dicentra 
Digitalis 

Dodecatheon 
Epimedium 
Eupatorium 

Ferns- Most all 
Galium 

Gillenia trifoliata 
Helleborus 
Iris cristata 

Lamium 
Ligularia 
Lobelia 

Mukdenia rossi 
Myosotis 

Pachysandra 
 
 
 

Bugleweed 
Lady’s Mantle 
Windflower 
Columbine 

Aralia 
Jack-in-the-Pulpit 

Ginger 
Goatsbeard 
Masterwort 
Pigsqueak 

Siberian Bugloss 
Marsh Marigold 

Turtlehead 
Goldenstar 

Bugbane 
Lily-of-the-Valley 

Yellow Bleeding Heart 
Bleeding Heart 

Foxglove 
Shooting Star 
Barrenwort 

Joe Pye, Boneset 
Ferns- Most All 
Sweet Woodruff 
Bowman’s Root 

Lenten Rose 
Dwarf Crested Iris 

Deadnettle 
Leopard Plant 

Lobelia/Cardinal Flower 

Crimson Fans 
Forget-Me-Not 

Spurge 
 
 
 

Phlox divaricata 
Phlox stolonifera 

Podophyllum peltatum 
Polemonium 
Polygonatum 

Primula 
Pulmonaria 
Rodgersia 

Tiarella 
Tricyrtis 
Trillium 

Vinca minor 

Blue Woodland Phlox 
Creeping Phlox 

Mayapple 
Jacob’s Ladder 
Soloman’s Seal  

Primrose 
Lungwort 

Fingerleaf Rodgersia 
Foamybells 

Toadlily 
Trillium 
Myrtle 


